Church  planters  dodge  bullets,  bombs  in  Watertown 

MMIKTDWN,  Maas.  (DP)  —  A  bomb-throwing  commenced  out-  '  TOO  CLOSE 

-A  police 
evidence  cone 
marks  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  a  bullet 
that  lodged 
in  Southern 
Baptist  church 
planter  Ste¬ 
phen  McAlpin's 
television  set  in 
Watertown,  Ma, 
while  police 
were  engaged 
in  a  wild  shoot¬ 
out  just  outside 
his  home  with 
the  suspects 
in  Monday's 
bombing  at  the 
Boston  Mara¬ 
thon.  (BP  photo) 


in  the  Boston  Marathon  bombings  ing  the  entin 
Stephen  McAlpin,  who  is  nearing  rounding  cor 
the  end  of  a  one-year  North  American  lockdown  as 
Mission  Board  church  planting  intern-  door  to  door 
ship  with  Hope  Fellowship  Church  "The  gun 
in  Cambridge,  had  just  gone  to  bed  We  heard  ? 
around  12140  a  m  when  he  and  his  crawling  into 
wife  heard  something  that  sounded  ~  me,  Emily 
like  fireworks.  recounted  to 

By  then  officials  had  identified  two  the  aftemooc 
brothers  believed  to  be  responsible  for  crawling,  we 
the  double  bombings  that  killed  three  explosion.  V 
and  injured  more  than  170  people  on  kitchen  tabfc 
April  15,  and  earlier  on  April  19  the  g®*0*-?' 
suspects  hijacked  a  car  in  Cambridge  felt  doeer 
and  drove  to  Watertown  while  being  T™  c°ul 
pursued  by  police  „ 

A  wide-ranging  shootout  and 


marketed  by  Prow 
ns  has  enjoyed  a  solid 
weekend.  Home  Run, 


sal  that was  *******  COUME  —  Members  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Inc.  (BSA),  holding  American 
y  that  would  gather  near  the  podium  at  a  prayer  vigil  and  rally  on  Feb.  6  at  the  BSA  headquarters  in  Dai- 

homosexual  las  to  show  support  for  trie  traditional  policy  of  the  Scouts,  which  encourages  them  to  be  morally 
1  participate,  straight  The  organisation  has  baan  under  intense  pressure  toedmit  openly  homosexual  scouts  ai 

mu*  *  aA  .  IH  Bffilllilll  1  namri  1  ml  <wvm  •*  Inarinrr  eln/sn  tKo  I  I  C  Ammwmu  _ .1  — *1  <wvnn  no  a  — I 


decide  the  pobey. 

Under  the  new  proposal, 
there  is  a  national  standard  and 
no  local  option 

“No  youth  may  be  denied 
membership  in  the  Boy  Soouts  of 
America  an  the  basis  of  sexual  ori¬ 
entation  or  preference  alone,"  the 
proposed  resolution  states  in  part. 

The  resolution  criticizes  sexual 
activity  by  youth,  saying  Scout¬ 
ing  *»  a  youth  program,  and  any 
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BSA  may  admit  homosexual  youth 


New  policy 
would  not 
allow  for 
local  option 


the  May  22-24  BSA  annual  meeting  in  Grapevine.  Texas.  (BP  photo  courtaay  of  Jerry  Pierce) 

sexual  conduct,  whether  homo-  The  Boy  Soouts  leadership  ap-  ready  interim  pastor 

sexual  or  heterosexual,  by  youth  peered  poued  in  early  February  to  Church,  Jackson,  was  c 

of  Scouting  age  »  contrary  to  the  lift  its  prohibition  on  homosexual  earlier  this  year  in  urgin 

virtues  of  Scouting*  Scout  leaders  and  youth,  but  £ac-  Soouts  to  keep  their  cum 

Two  paragraphs  later,  it  further  ing  pressure  from  its  base  decided  Page  met  earlier  thi 
says  that  “youth  are  still  develop-  to  put  the  matter  before  its  4400  various  times  in  his  1 
ing,  learning  about  themselves  voting  members  at  the  national  with  the  chief  e 

and  who  dim  are,  developing  convention,  which  wifi  be  in  May.  of  ATET,  Ernst  and  Yes 

their  sense  of  right  and  wrong  Prank  Page,  president  of  the  on/Mobu,  and  Boy  S 

and  understanding  their  duty  to  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  M  n. 

God  to  live*  moral  hfe."  Executive  Committee  and  cur- 


Home  Run 
a  hit  with 
moviegoers 
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Guest  opinion 

with  Chris  Schofield 


Christ-exalting 

Jesus’  prayer,  “Glorify  Your  Son,  that 
the  Son  may  glorify  You,”  demonstrates 
selfless  praying.  His  desire  was  that  all 
would  recognize  who  the  Father  was 
through  the  glory  that  would  be  re¬ 
vealed  through  the  Son’s  righteous  act 
of  obedience. 

This  act  of  obedience  is  linked  to  the 
three  “lifted  up’  sayings  in  John’s  Gospel 
—  John  3:14,  John  8:28,  and  John  12:32. 
The  Father  is  glorified  as  the  Son  is  lifted 
up  on  the  cross,  out  of  the  grave,  and  is 
seated  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father 
where  He  ever  lives  to  make  intercession 
for  those  who  believe  (see  Hebrews  7:25). 

The  Father  is  thus  made  known  (glori¬ 
fied)  as  Jesus  obeyed  and  was  lifted  up. 


The  fork  in  the  road 
for  the  Boy  Scouts 


Did  I  ever  tell  you  about  the  young  The  BSA  organization  is  not  the 

Mad?  only  one  to  fed  the  heat.  The  chief 

Who  came  to  a  sign  at  the  fork  of  executives  of  ATftT,  Ernst  and  Young, 
(fie  rood?  and  Exxon/Mobfl  have  all  met  with 

He  looked  one  way  and  the  other  Frank  Page,  president  of  the  Executive 

way  too  —  Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 

the  Zoad  had  to  make  up  his  mind  Convention,  to  express  their  position 
what  to  do.  that  Southern  Baptists  should  con¬ 

tinue  to  support  BSA  after  the  change 
Well,  the  Zoad  scratched  his  head,  in  scoutings  homosexual  policy  has 
and  his  chin,  and  his  pants.  been  accomplished.  Page  has  told  ali 
And  he  said  to  himself,  ‘IV  be  of  than,  in  a  word,  “no. 

taking  a  chance.  In  an  effort  to  make  everyone 

Ifl  go  to  Place  One,  that  place  may  happy,  the  BSA  executive  commit- 
behot  tee  voted  unanimously  on  April  to 

So  how  will  I  know  tf  I  like  it  or  to  submit  a  proposal  to  the  attend- 

not.  ees  at  BSA’s  annual  meeting  May 

On  the  other  hand,  though,  IV feel  22-24  in  Grapevine,  Texas,  that  will 
such  a  hoi  •  admit  openly  homosexual  youth  to 

If  I  go  to  Place  Two  and  find  it's  the  scouting  program  but  will  con- 

too  cool  tinue  to  ban  practicing  adults  from 

In  that  case  I  may  catch  a  duff  and  leadership  positions. 

turn  blue.  So  far,  the  compromise  proposal 

’  So  Place  One  may  be  best  and  not  that  was  suppoeeo  tumafcr  everyone 


evident  in  the  opening  word  of  the  prayer  as 
He  addresses  God  as  “Father.”  He  repeats 
this  endearing  term  six  times  in  this  poi¬ 
gnant  prayer  (verses  one,  five,  11, 21, 24,  and 
25)  addressing  God  as  “Holy  Father"  and 
"  Righteous  Father'  in  two  of  those  instances. 

lAiis  term  represents  intimacy  and  rela¬ 
tionship.  Jesus  teaches  bdievere  that  prayer 
is  relational  and  is  not  just  something  we 
do,  like  a  ritual  or  task.  As  Christians,  we  are 
not  praying  to  some  impersonal  deity  in  the 
heavens.  He  is  our  Father,  and  our  access 
to  come  boldly  into  His  presence  cost  Him 
greatly  (Hebrews  10:19-20). 


to  the  cross  was  the  first 


step  toward  the  completion  of  the  work 
of  the  Christ  that  continues  beyond  that 
historical  event. 


So  Place  One  may  he  best  and  not 

Place  Two. 

Play  safe,’ cried  the  Zoad,  ‘HI play 
safe,  rm  no  dunce. 

DU  simply  start  off  to  both  places 


Mission-driven 

The  phrase,  “the  hour  has  come,'  points 
to  Jesus'  awareness  of  the  significant  times 
that  were  near.  He  was  sensitive  to  the 
Father’s  hour  and  was  praying  with  a  view 
toward  what  the  Father  was  accompbshinfc 
in  His  world. 

What  hour  of  the  Father’s  is  it  today  in 
your  USe, your  family,  your  city,  your  nation, 
your  world?  How  is  the  Father’s  hour  im¬ 
pacting  the  way  you  pray?  Are  you  prayh.g 
toward  the  Father’s  hour? 


And  that’s  how  the  Zoad  who 
would  not  take  a  chance 
Went  no  place  at  all  with  a  split  in 
his  pants. 

—  The  Zoad  in  the  Road 

Dr.Seuss  to 


for  the  radlicalntD-hoinosexual  group 
GLAAD  told  The  Wall  Street  Journal 
Scouts  for  Equality,  another  pro- 
homosexual  group,  announced  in  the 
Journal  article  that  they  will  continue 


t*s  often  hard  to  make  decisions,  Richard  Land, 
as  evidenced  by  this  delight-  Southern  Baptist 


BaptistRecord 


A  ful  but  cautionary  U 
incomparable  Theodor 


a  principled  stand.  There  are  00 
grounds  on  which  to  compromise 
and  remain  true  to  their  mission.  No 
leas  than  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
ruled  in  2000  that  the  organization 
could  exdude  homosexuals  when 
“the  presence  of  that  person  affects  in 


BAMi$TS 


that  has  included  near  constant  criti¬ 
cism  from  the  news  media.  The  result 
has  been  a  huge  toll  on  BSA’s  image 
and  ability  to  raise  the  funds  on  which 
they  depend. 


Like  the  Zoad,  tt 
fork  in  the  road. 
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The  radio  was  on  and  the  news 
was  being  reported,  but  I  re¬ 
ally  was  not  tuned  in  when  they 
said,  “An  elephant  has  been  shot!’  I 
did  perk  up  and  listen  well  enough  to 
hear  that  toe  elephant  was  a  part  of  the 
Ringjing  Brothers  Circus  and  suppos¬ 
edly  it  was  a  drive-bv  shooting.  But 
when  the  news  faded  away  I  wondered 
where  that  could  have  happened  and 
who  would  do  such  a  thing.  I  thought 
maybe  it  was  in  some  western  locale 
where  folks  pack  a  sidearm  and  maybe 
just  accidently  shot  the  elephant.  Or 
maybe  it  was  in  some  place  where 
people  were  big  time  heavy  drinkers. 
Someone  had  a  few  too  many  drinks, 
was  hallucinating,  and  thought  that  an 
elephant  was  after  them. 

I  did  not  know  that  the  shooting  had 
taken  place  in  Mississippi  among  my 
own  people.  Hopefully,  it  did  not  in¬ 
volve  any  of  my  own  km.  I  actually  did 
not  think  any  of  them  did  it,  but  until 
somebody  was  caught  and  charged  with 
the  crime  I  would  not  be  totally  at  ease. 

I  did  hear  some  folks  from  the  area 
where  the  elephant  was  shot  making 
comments  about  the  people  who  prob¬ 
ably  did  it.  They  were  assuming  that 
it  must  have  been  some  good  ole  boys 
from  the  next  county  over.  They  imag¬ 
ined  that  the  conversation  went  some¬ 
thing  like  this.  *1  ain't  lying  to  you! 

That  was  the  biggest  deer  Ibelieve  that 
I  have  ever  seenr  In  thinking  about  the 
incident,  1  had  several  observations. 

The  first  one  was  people  do 
some  dumb  things.  I  understand 
people  going  hunting,  and  I  have  eaten 
my  share  ofquail,  venison,  and  even 
frog  legs.  But  why  would  anybody  drive 
by  andshoot  a  multi-ton,  mature  ani¬ 
mal  that  was  not  harming  or  threaten¬ 
ing  anybody?  It  is  a  thoughtless,  sense¬ 
less  action.  Even  if  you  can  figure  out 
some  way  that  it  may  have  looked 
u«at  idea  at  the  nosaaat  the  long 
think  about  it  the  dumber  it  gets.  But 
that  is  the  way  all  sin  is.  Though  it  may 


ilikea 


They  Shot  an  Elephant! 


look  like  a  great  idea  at  the  moment,  in 
,  time  you  realize  it  was  just  dumb. 

Why  would  Adam  and  Eve  take  fruit 
from  the  tree  that  God  said,  ’Leave  the 
fruit  of  that  one  tree  alone?’  They  lived 
in  a  perfect  world,  but  as  we  all  know 
they  did  a  dumb  thing.  But  all  of  our 
sins  ultimately  look  the  same  way.  Ask 
David,  Simon  Peter,  or  Judas,  and  I 
hate  to  bring  this  up,  but  ask  anybody 
you  know  including  that  reflection  you 
see  in  the  mirror.  The  Bible  says  that, 
‘All  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God"  (Rom.  3:23).  And  regard¬ 
less  of  where  we  live,  how  smart  we  are, 
how  much  money  we  make,  or  what 
high  positions  we  hold,  we  have  all  done 
dumb,  wrong  things.  We  have  sinned. 

My  second  observation  when 
the  elephant  got  shot  was  to  re¬ 
flect  on  the  fact  that  there  were 
innocent  victims.  In  this  case,  it  was 
a  large  animal,  whose  purpose  in  life 
at  that  time  was  simply  to  bring  joy  to 
children  and  folks  attending  the  circus. 
And  yet  the  shot  rang  out,  there  was 
arHnjury,  and  harm  was  done  to  a  big. 


large  piece  of  the  story  related  to  all  of 
our  sins.  We  decide  what  we  want  and 


just  decide  to  do  it  with  no  thought  of 
innocent  bystanders,  family  members 
that  have  confidence  and  trust  in  us, 
fellow  church  members  who  grieve,  and 
precious  children  who  do  not  have  any 
understanding  at  all  as  to  why. 

Within  hours,  Ringling  Brothers 
was  flying  one  of  their  full-time  vets  to 
be  on  the  scene  and  to  take  care  of  the 
elephant  After  treating  the  wound, 
they  had  a  press  conference,  and  the 
veterinarian  said  it  would  probably  take 
several  weeks  to  heal,  but  the  elephant 
would  be  back  at  the  circus.  Really?  Do 
you  think  that  just  because  the  wound 
disappears  ana  the  scar  tissue  develops 
that  healing  is  complete  for  that  big  old 
beast?  They  say  that  elephants  remem¬ 
ber  with  an  uncanny  kina  of  memory. 
Therein  is  one  of  the  problems  that 
most  of  us  encounter.  While  everyone 
else  forgets  often  the  most  innocent  of 
people  who  were  hurt  remember  the 
most  vividly. 

Of  course,  we  cannot  stop  there  and 
as  reasoning  human  beings  we  have  to 
deal  with  it.  As  Christians,  we  have  to 
ko  mips  with  the  acts  of  forgive-  ■ 
md  reconciliation  and  move  on 


in  incredible  ways  and  amazing  degrees 
of  grace.  But  there  are  ways  in  which 
even  if  we  try  to  think  it  through,  we 
do  not  understand  the  dimensions  of 
the  scars  which  unknowingly  affect  our 
relationships  and  our  decisions  in  the 
future.  It  is  one  of  the  saddest  parts  of 
our  sin  infested,  evil  world.  Those  who 
are  the  most  innocent  may  carry  the 
biggest  burden  of  our  wrong. 

One  final  observation  is  simply 
that  life  goes  on.  At  the  last  report, 
the  elephant  was  healing  and  doing 
fine.  Tbe  circus  performed  and  people 
enjoyed  the  event.  For  the  rest  of  us, 
the  spring  days  continue  to  get  longer 
and  the  weather  continues  to  be  warmer 
with  a  few  sprinklings  of  chill  in  the  air 
every  few  days.  And,  of  course,  here  in 
Mississippi  we  will  forget  about  a  drive- 
by  shooting  of  an  elephant  because  we 
have  had  tornadoes  moving  through,  our 
state.  Congress  continues  to  wrangle 
over  one  issue  after  another  and  people 
are  in  the  midst  of  preparing  for  wed¬ 
dings,  graduations,  and  an  occasional 
unexpected  funeral.  In  time,  all  of  the 
strange  happenings  in  Mississippi  of  an 
elephant  being  shot  by  somebody  will 
fade  in  our  memory.  There  will  be  new 
and  possibly  even  stranger  events  that 
will  take  its  place,  but  life  will  continue. 

It  is  one  of  the  glorious  things  that 
God  does  for  His  creation  in  these  24 
hour  cycles  that  we  call  days.  They 
provide  for  us  a  new  opportunity  to  do 
it  better  today  than  we  did  it  yesterday. 
So  today,  let  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lord, 
bless  you  and  use  you.  Reach  out  and 
help  someone.  Encourage  a  friend  and 
share  your  love  with  someone.  And 
above  all  just  for  today,  don’t  shoot 
any  elephants. 


with  our  lives.  I  have  seen  that  happen 


The  author  can  be  contacted  at  di- 
rections@mbcb.org. 
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Bible  Drill 


(TOP  LEFT)  SLAYDEN 
CHURCH,  MARSHALL 
ASSOCIATION,  recognizes 
its  Bible  drillers.  Shown  are 
Jake  Mackey,  Jenna  Buse, 
Danny  Mackey,  Keira  Riley, 
Annleigh  Fair,  and  Kaede  Car¬ 
penter.  Judy  Roberts,  leader 
Rusty  Fair,  pastor. 

(BOTTOM  LEFT)  FIRST 
CHURCH.  STARKVILLE. 

recognizes  ita  youth  Bible 
drillers:  Back  row  -  Jacob 
Reed,  Bradley  Curtis,  Cameron 
Johnston,  Sara  Grace  Duncan, 
Rebecca  Swann,  and  Erin  Lin- 
ley;  front  row  -  Garrett  Smith. 

(TOP  RIGHT)  ACKERMAN 
CHURCH.  ACKERMAN,  * 

recognizes  its  youth  Bible  drill¬ 
ers:  Hayes  Wood,  Halea  Wood, 
and  Michelle  Parker.  Alison 
Hulett.  director. 

(BOTTOM  RIGHT) 
PELAHATCHIE  CHURCH. 
PELAHATCHIE.  recognizes 
its  children's  Bible  drillers  and 
its  youth  Bible  drillers. 


w 


Three  Northeast  Mississippi  students  at  BLUE  MOUN¬ 
TAIN  COLLEGE  were  recently  elected  officers  of  the 
2013-14  Student  Body  Association:  (left  to  right)  Macy 
Watkins  of  Pontotoc,  vice  president:  Nathan  Rodgers  of 
Fulton,  president;  and  Rachel  Walker  of  Ripley,  secretary- 
treasurer. 


Mississippi 

Ironworks 

Call  for  a  free  estimate  601.355.0188 


College  News 

In  other  College 
News: 

►  Mark  Slyter,  the  CEO 
of  Baptist  Health  Systems 
in  Jackson,  will  serve  as 
the  keynote  speaker  at 


commencements  for  un¬ 
dergraduates  on  May  11. 
Slyter,  who  grew  up  in  Au¬ 
gusta,  Kansas,  arrived  at 
Baptist  Health  Systems  in 
2009  as  chief  operating  of¬ 
ficer  and  was  elevated  to 
CEO  in  September  2011. 

The  series  of  graduations 
this  spring  begins  on  May  Se> 

10.  Judge  Can  Stewart  of  the 

the  U.S.  5th  Circuit  Court  of  on 

Appeals  based  in  New  Or-  ser 

leans,  will  speak  at  the  MC  Bat 

School  of  Law  commence-  fro 

ment.  Ceremonies  begin  ny 

10  a.m.  at  First  Church  in  ^ 

downtown  Jackson.  Landa  ng) 

Gayle  Farrar  Strum,  a  pro-  nY( 

fessor  at  the  MC  School  of 
Nursing,  will  address  nurs¬ 
ing  graduates  at  2  p.m.  May 
10  at  Swor  Auditorium  on 
the  Clinton  campus.  Ran¬ 
dall  Crenshaw,  executive 
vice  president  and  chief 
operating  officer  at  Comm- 
Scope,  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  at  commencement 
for  graduate  students  at  7 
p.m.  on  May  10  at  the  A.E. 

I  Wood  Coliseum. 

Kjno  Constrictors,  LXC 


Security  With  Elegance 

www  mississippi  iron  worltscom 
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Maturing 


7.00% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


L.D.  O’Mire 

hunr..ilSe’vc.  II 


Seven  former  athletes  and  one  former  coach  were  inducted  into 
the  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  2013  Sports  Hall  of  Fame 
on  April  13. They  are  (front  row,  left  to  right)  Brian  Moore,  repre¬ 
senting  his  unde  Coach  Glenn  Moore,  current  softball  coach  of 
Baylor  University  in  Waco,  Texas,  and  former  Carey  softball  coach 
from  1995  - 1996;  Marco  Zannoni  of  Switzerland,  tennis  (’94);  Dan¬ 
ny  Owens,  current  women's  soccer  coach  at  WCU,  soccer  (*99); 
Nancy  Gartin  Sterling  of  Meridian,  tennis  (79);  (back  row,  left  to 
right)  Robbie  Parker  of  Petal,  baseball  (79);Tommiesene  Beasley 
of  Gulfport,  basketball  (*84);  James  McOade  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
(79),  and  Ricky  McMullen  of  New  Orleans,  baseball  (79). 


Five  alumni  were  inducted  into  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVER¬ 
SITY'S  Hall  of  Fame  at  the  Homecoming  2013  Alumni  Banquet 
on  April  12  in  the  Student  Conference  Center.  Pictured  are  (left  to 
right)  Cindy  Cofield,  alumni  director  at  William  Carey  University, 
Julie  Knippers  Shrubb.  representing  her  husband  Ric  Shrubb 
(*94),  Kourtney  Hollingsworth  (‘OB),  R.T  Buckley  ('61),  Ramona 
Fant  (‘60),  and  Martha  Hutson  (70). 


Shown  are  WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  retirees  Bobbie 
Coward,  housekeeper,  who  served  14  years;  B  J.  Martin,  professor 
of  anatomy  and  assistant  dean  for  research.  24  years;  Linda  York, 
controller  and  compliance  director  for  financial  affairs,  18.5  years, 
and  Dr.  Eugene  Owens,  professor  of  education  and  music  and 
chair  of  special  programs,  13  years,  with  Dr. Tommy  King,  presi¬ 
dent  of  WCU,  at  the  reception  held  in  their  honor  in  the  president's 
meeting  room  on  April  10.  Each  retiree  received  an  inscribed  clock 
as  a  token  of  appreciation  for  their  years  of  service  to  the  univer¬ 
sity.  Not  pictured  are  WCU  retirees  Becky  Runnels,  housekeeper. 
10  years,  and  Brenda  Waldrip,  assistant  professor  of  education 
and  vice  president  of  student  services,  37.5  years. 
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The  chil¬ 
dren  of 


CAR¬ 

THAGE. 

enjoyed 
an  Easter 
egg  hunt 
the  Satur¬ 
day  before 
Easter. 


sw 


CHURCH. 


called  Archie 
Goodwin 


*1 


Just  for  the  Record 

POCAHONTAS  CHURCH. 
POCAHONTAS,  licensed 
and  ordained  Gray  Cole  to  the 
ministry  Mar.  17.  Shown  are 
Pocahontas  pastor  Michael 
Bird;  Cole;  Joe  Cole,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Flora;  and  Rob 
Ricks. 


RAMAH  CHURCH,  MC¬ 
CALL  CREEK,  ordained  Mark 
Mowdy  and  James  Patt  as  dea¬ 
cons  Mar.  24.  Shown  are  Karen 
Mowdy,  Mowdy,  pastor  Lonnie 
Case.  Patt  and  Melissa  Patt 


1 


i\  >«'  ,• 


CHURCH, 

PRENTISS. 

ordained 
Wayne  Bass 
as  deacon 
Mar.  3. 
Shown  are 
Bass  and 
pastorTeny 
Wallace. 


EASTSIDE  CHURCH. 
PEARL,  ordained  Raymond 
Dyess  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
pastor  Ron  Harrison,  Dyess. 
and  Fredna  Dyess. 


m  * 


CHURCH. 

PETAL. 

has  called 
Tracey 


ASSOCIATION,  ordained 
Chad  Boarman  as  deacon 
and  Jamas  Bryant  was  elect¬ 
ed  as  deacon  Apr.  7.  Shown 
are  April  Boarman,  Boar- 
man,  pastor  Vann  Windom, 
Bryant,  and  Vicki  Bryant. 


_ 

— — 
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BiB-L  iOC i  J?  H  id  K 


has  been  in 
the  ministry 
for  ewer  25 
years.  He  is 
shown  with 
hie  wife 
Patricia. 


ifa.  _ „ 

fen 


He  and  hie 
wife  Rhonda 
come  from 


CHURCH. 
MORTON,  recent¬ 
ly  ordained  Scotty 
Joe  Cooper  to  the 
gospel  ministry. 
Shown  are  Kend- 
ell  Winstead.  Riley 
Dollar.  Cooper, 
and  transitional 
pastor  Gerald 
Kaith  Gordon. 


ter  cantata. 
Calvary's 
Love,  Mar. 
24.  Richard 
O'Neal,  di¬ 
rector;  John 
Franklin, 
pastor. 


The  pre¬ 
school 
choir  of 

FIRST 


A  group  from 
PLEASANT  RIDGE 
CHURCH,  DUMAS. 

,  visited  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village 
-  Farrow  Manor, 
Coidwater  for  a 
workday  Apr.  13. They 
cut  down  and  cleared 
trees  and  cooked  hot 
dogs  and  hamburg¬ 
ers  for  residents. 
Donations  of  hygiene 
and  cleaning  supplies 
were  also  delivered. 


MSAudioLLC 
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In  other  Church 


The  WMU  Leadership  Team  of  CALHOUN  ASSOCIATION 
hosted  an  appreciation  tea  for  the  pastors'  wives  in  the  as¬ 
sociation  Mar.  24.  Shown,  seated,  is  Deanie  Ferrell  who  was 
selected  Queen  for  a  Day. 


Church,  Phila- 
ila,  held  a  Blessing  the 
Children  service  Apr.  14.  All 
the  children  and  youth  came 
down  front  and  the  members 
came  by  each  one  and  gave 
their  blessing  to  them.  Dennis 
Duval,  pastor. 

►  Pelahatchie  Church, 
Pelahatchie,  will  host  Buddy 
Liles  in  concert  Apr.  28,  6 
p.m.  Love  offering. 

>  First  Church,  Helena. 

is  hosting  the  Florida  Boys 
in  concert  May  a,  6  p.m.  For 
information,  jail  (228)  475- 
7182. 


Steve  Hale  *  Evangelist 


Baptist  Church 


Ministry  assistants  ‘purse-onify 
annual  conference  at  Garaywa 


JACKSON.  Ms.  (Special)  Eight  break-oat  sessions  Melissa  Kleiderer,  president, 
—  Ministry  assistants  from  were  offered  for  the  minis-  Longview  Heights  Church, 
across  the  state  gathered  April  try  assistants.  The  annual  Olive  Branch;  Patricia 
8-9  at  Garaywa  Camp  and  banquet  was  held  on  the  Ethridge,  second  vice  presi- 
Conference  Center  in  Clin-  evening  of  April  8,  featuring  dent.  North  Greenwood 
ton  for  the  2013  Mississippi  Mark  Coon  and  his  daughter  Church,  Greenwood. 

Baptist  State  Ministry  Anne  Albritton,  both  of  First  For  more  information  on 
Assistants  Conference.  Church,  Madison.  The  minis-  training  and  conferences  for 

Cheri  Holcomb  of  In  the  try  assistants  also  voted  on  a  ministry  assistants,  contact 
Cross-Ties  Discipleship  Min-  new  association  logo.  the  Pastor/Leadership  De- 

istries  in  New  Albany  and  Lu-  Newly  elected  officers  of  partment,  Mississippi  Baptist 
anne  Ford,  director  of  music  the  Mississippi  Baptist  State  Convention  Board,  P.O.  Box 
ministries  at  First  Church,  Ministry  Assistants  Associa-  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
Booneville,  led  in  worship  tion  include  (front  row,  from  0530.  Telephone:  (6ot)  292- 
using  this  year’s  theme,  left)  Shirley  Sisk,  vice-presi-  3305,  or  toll-free  outside 
“Purse-onify  Your  Ministry,”  dent,  First  Church,  Houston;  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 

based  on  Romans  14:19  —  Amy  Massey,  treasurer,  First  ext.  305.  E-mail:  ctaylor@ 
“So  then  let  us  pursue  what  Church,  Morton;  (back  row,  mbcb.org. 
makes  for  peace  and  for  from  left)  Cathy  Taylor,  Mis-  Mississippi  Baptist  Min- 
mutual  upbringing.*  sissippi  Baptist  Convention  istry  Assistants  Association 

Attendees  brought  many  Boara  representative.  Hill-  conferences  and  training  ses- 
gently  used  purses  that  were  crest  Church,  Byram;  Sarah  sions  are  supported  by  gifts  to 
sold  with  proceeds  going  to-  Kirby,  secretary.  Highland  the  Mississippi  Cooperative 
ward  a  miss'on  project.  Colony  Church,  Ridgeland;  Program  and  fees. 


out  Mississippi  and  Alabama, 
as  well  as  Florida,  Ohio,  and 
Arkansas.  He  served  in  the 
U.S.  Army  during  the  Ko¬ 
rean  War.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  of  59  years,  Wanda; 
two  sons,  Rodney  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  Kevin  of 
Petal;  two  daughters,  Kaye 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  apodal  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Corsmntian. 

News  submitted  for  public  ebon  in  The  Baptist  Record 
must  be  either  (a)  typewritten,  (b)  needy  printed  on  8  1/2 
by  11-inch  pepar.  or  (c)  neptiy  printed  on  standardized  forms 


Raymond  Parkin,  81,  Pet¬ 
al,  died  Feb.  28.  He  was  called 
to  the  ministry  at  Katherwood 
Church,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  in 
1957  with  N.L.  Gilliland,  pas¬ 
tor.  He  was  ordained  at  Dolo¬ 
mite  Church,  Dolomite,  Ala., 
with  Dan  Ireland,  pastor. 
He  pastured  Enon  Church, 


Carmel  Church,  Meridian;  and  one  sister.  Funeral  ser- 

Vinemont  Church,  Vlnemont,  PARKIS!  vices  were  held  at  Crestview 

Ala.;  Faith  Church,  Vinemont,  Church,  Petal,  Mar.  3  and  in- 

Ala.  (founding  pastor);  Crest-  Baxterville  Church,  Baxter-  ternment  at  Forest  Memorial 
view  Church,  Petal,  and  ville.  He  led  revivals  through-  Gardens,  Petal. 


Phase  males  articles  conciea.  Include  dm  who.  what, 
whan,  where  details  of  dm  story,  along  with  a  contact  par¬ 
son's  address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  mey  be  color  or  black  and  while.  Instant 
photos  and  (figital  printouts  an  not  rsproducMe.  Digital 
photos  may  be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  As  via  either 
e-mad.  CD  orflVD.  Photos  must  be  dear,  stvsp.  and 
wed  lighted.  Cel  phone  photographs  and  odur  low  resolu¬ 
tion  items  an  ganeraty  not  pubfeehabie.  Photo  graphs  can 
not  be  returned.  Please  do  not  attach  photos  wdh  tape  or 


AM  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  al  photographs 
are  subject  to  cropping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 

No  landscape-,  budding-,  or  abject-onty  photographs  wdl  be 
printed.  News  items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Newt  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  lor  secular  or  outaide  organizations 
wdl  not  be  published  Deadline  for  submitting  news  ts  one 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Travel  with  other  Baptists! 


MS  POSITIONS 


For  details  and  itinerary  call  7  days  a  week: 


1-800-736-7300 


vacations 


Truth  is  not  relative 


Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
in  your  own  words: 
J.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 
l  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

).  I  believe  lesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 
(I  believe  in  lesus.) 
ly  faith,  I  invite  lesus  Christ  into  mv  life, 
on,  f  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior  and  Lord.) 

_  pm  he  gave  t/re  right  In  become  <  hiltlrvn  of 

Gt>d.  ever?  to  those  h ho  belies e  in  hi s  name."  t/ohn  1:12) 
li  wiu  itvaVe  a  derision  for,  Christ  today,  innlait  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

for  spiritual  guidance. 


From  th 


URG  RENTALS:  Cabin  S9M*»  AFFORDABLE  BEACHSOE  VACATION 
>$7S/nto  Contact  632  922  0401  CONDOS:  GULF  SHORES  S  ORANGE 
pdM7600aBna!  tv  information  BEACH,  AL  Rant  direct  tram  Christian 
V _  Family  Owners.  lowed  Pnoet  on  Via  Beach 


$1749 


Departs:  September  25, 201 3 


601-502-0202 


.Bn  in"-  i.  . ..  1 
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Mr.kMra.  Billy 


lV-r S  Or  IIO\r 


A  portion  of  The  Villaon  view  is  allot 


JANUARY  1-lf,  Mil 

MEMORIALS 

B.  G.  Garrison 

Mr.  Ruaaell  Reeves 
and  Family 
Mildred  Gibson 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Stuart  V. 
Allen 

Rev.  G.  H.  Gordon 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Larry 
Sistrunk 

OUnGoas 

Mr.  «t  Mrs.  Alton 


Rev.  Kenneth  Haag 

Hon.  It  Mrs.  Jess  H. 


Charles  Sr  Harrell 
Unity  BC 
Loyd  Heflin  Jr. 

Rhiannon  k  Wai 
Heflin 


ffloyd  Vernon  Lacy 

Arlington  Heights  BC 
Rev.  Emery  Leon 

Ms.  Mitzi  Robbins 
Mrs.  Ruth  Pryor  LeRosen 

Mrs.  June  P.  House 
Dr.  Barney  Limes 

Mrs.  Bertile  S.  Freeny 
Mrs.  Barbara  Little 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Billy 


Ms.  Cathy  J.  McComb 
H  oilman 

Hon.  It  Mrs.  Jaaa  H. 


Mayme  Lukey 

Cute  Group  Bridge 
dub 

Mrs.  Carolyn  M.  Nix 
Jchnie  Martin 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Joel  L. 
Hale 

Dr  James  R.  Mayfield 

Mrs.  Bertile  8.  Freeny 
Mrs.  Helen  Brown 
Mrs.  June  D.  Shepard 
Mr.  George  Me  Dill 

Mr  It  Mrs.  Wallace  A 
Clay 


Ms.  Peggy  McKie 
iflcwim 
Mrs.  I 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  Hubert  T. 


Nahy  Johnson 

Ma.  Carolyn  J.  Co* 


Mr.  It  Mrs.  Tom 
Coward 


Hon.  k  Mrs.  J 


Mr.  It  Mrs.  Paul 


Mr  John  T  Keeton  Jr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charles  S. 
Davis 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Hayes 
Branscome 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Phil 


Mrs.  Dot  G.  Griffin 
Don  Montgomery 

Mr  k  Mrs.  Delbert  L 
Edwards 
Melvin  Moore 

Mrs.  Annie  Mae 


Grantham 
Berma  Morrow 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Thomas 
Haasett 

Mother  of  Mrs.  Pat  Freeman 
Mrs.  Dot  G.  Griffin 
Jimmy  Mullins 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jennings 
Dixon 
Robert  Pace 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Mike  Hitt 
James  (Jim)  Parker 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jim 
Callender 
Harry  O.  Parry  Jr. 

Arlington  Heights  BC 
Joyful  Heart  SSC. 
Arlington  Heights  SC 
Ethel  Dean  Peeples 

Mrs.  James  A 
Peeples 

Jimmy  Peeples 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Larry 
Benson 

Mrs.  Althea  M. 
Partridge 
Mary  Lillian  Randle 

Calvary  BC  Choir 
Mary  Jo  Reames 

Dr.  It  Mrs.  Theodore 
C.  Miller 
Mrs.  Doris  Reedy 

Saveli's  Connect 
Class,  Bihroorr  BC 
Ricky  Robertson 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Thomas 

Jimmy  Rogers 

Miss  Lucy  Mikefl 
Mrs.  RoSeile  Rogers 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Perry  E. 
Atherton 

Mr.  Jimmy  Don  Runnels 

Rev.  E.  J.  Slonaker 

Allie  Seal 

Ms.  Martha  TUI 


Adult  IV  SSC,  McGool 

BC 


Hubert  SMey 

Mr.  It  Mrs  Alton 
Brewer 

Edith  and  Wiflie  H.  Smith 

Ma.  Janet  Clare  Smith 
Mr.  Grady  Smith 

Mr.  k  Mis  Billy 


Mtseee  Sue  It  Hettie 
E.  Williams 

p _ nn.:._  p*  .  a _ I 

oue  wnne  sunora 
PM»K 
Divid  Stanley  Sr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs  Hubert  T. 
Kendrick 
Pierce  A.  Strven* 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Jeaae  M . 
Gaea 

MnMarpeStacner 

Oder  Grow  BC 
Betben  Jean  and  Jimmy 

Streeter 

Mr.  ft  Mr,  Delbert  L. 


Ma  Vivian  9prin  Tayior 

Mr.kMn  John  E. 
Gray 

Mrs.  Jaaa  S.  Mom 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Prad  W. 
Spain 

Mr.  Burnette  Thornton 
Siloam  BC 
Mabd  H.  Truhitt 


Mildred,  Ralph  It 

- _  _  a  _  — 

nancy  larann 
Mr.  Duane  Tucker 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Billy 
Russell 
Steve  Vickers 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Leroy 

Mrs.  James  A 
Peeples 
Cedi  Wade 

Mrs.  Mary  L  Wade 
Dr.  Joe  W.  Walker 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  C.  Gene 
Cryder 
Mrs.  Peggy  Ward 

Ms.  Marsha  L  Webb 
Sadie  Warden 

Hon.  k  Mrs.  Jem  H. 
Dickinson 
Max  Hugh  Watson 

Helping  Hand  Family 
Pharmacy 

Mr.  Sonny  Wedgeworth 


Ruaaafl 

Mr.  Benton  Williams 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  James  H. 
May 

Ma.  Linda  B.  Vance 
Kenneth  Wilmoth 

Mrs.  Glenda  G  Fry 
Earl  Wright 

Oldtown  BC 
Mr.  Bill  Young 

Mr.  It  Mir.  Wallace  A 
Clay 


JANUARY  16-Si.  >013 

HONORS 

Mrs.  Bonnie  DeLoach 

Ashton  Alderman 
Irma  K.  Frierson 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Toby 
Frierson 


Mrs.  Sherry  May 

Ms.  Ernestine  F.  May 
Bettye  It  Jim  Sledge 

Ms.  Judy  H.  Lacy 


JANUARY  16-31.  »Oi3 

MEMORIALS 

Amanda  Adams 

Dr.  k  Mrs.  W.  G 

Anderson 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Charles 

W.  Renfrew 

Mr.  It  Mrs.  Harry 

Poag 

Mr.  J.T.  Adcock 

Jimmy  Moore  SSC, 
North  Oxford  BC 
Charles  Allred 

Mrs.  Roqe  M. 
Fair-cloth 

Ms.  Sharlett  Fairdoth 


Church's  Nome 


City/StoSe/Zip 


Plan  a  Mission  Protect  benefiting  The  Baptist  Children's  Village. 


PWorn  tend  me _ bee  VBS  nometogs 

Our  theme  is:  Q  Colossal  Coaster  World  □  jungle  Jount 

I  would  like  to  schedule  a  tpeoker  for  our:  □  Mission  Study  Time  J  Kidtofl 

Dale: _ / _ / _  Time: _ 

We  would  like  our  mission  protect  to  be  for  The  BCV 

□  Kids  Favorites  □  Household  Essentials  31  need  pickup  J I  wil  deliver 


There  are  three  ways  your  church  can  partner  with  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village  this  year  during  Vacation  Bible  School. 


Order  fREE  VBS  Name  togs. 


Schedule  o  Sp 


The  last  days  are  perilous,  according 
to  this  week’s  Sunday  School  passage. 
We  live  in  thoae  last  days,  or  after  Jesus' 
ascension  and  before  His  return.  Paul  en¬ 
couraged  Timothy  in  this  difficult  age  to 
continue  in  what  he  had  teamed  from  his 
childhood.  (2  Timothy  2:14-15  all  Scrip¬ 
tures  used  are  New  King  James  version), 
even  though  many  deserted  the  truth  and 
ran  to  lawlessness. 

Paul  taught  in  2  Timothy  3:13  that,  “Evil 
men  and  impostors  will  grow  worse  and 
worse,  deceiving  and  being  deceived."  The 
word  here  translated  evil  also  meant  sick 
and  degenerate  in  the  original  Greek.  De¬ 
ceiving  and  being  deceived  are  participles, 
which  denotes  continual  action.  These 
people  are  first,  continually  deceived  by 
Satan  (2  John  1:7,  Revelation  12:0),  then 
they  joined  in  the  process  and  become 
continual  deceiver*.  If  people  serve  Satan 
during  their  lives,  knowingly  or  not  (Mat¬ 
thew  7:21-23),  they  will  one  day  share  his 
fate  as  well  (Revelation  20:15). 

Lost  people  are  deceived  and,  because 
of  their  unbelief,  are  kept  by  Satan  from 
coming  to  the  cross  for  salvation.  2  Corin¬ 
thians  4:3-4  reads,  "Our  gospel ...  is  veiled 
to  those  who  are  perishing.  Regarding 
them:  the  god  of  this  age  has  blinded  the 
minds  of  tne  unbelievers  so  they  cannot 
see  the  light  of  the  gospel  of  the  glory  of 
Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  Goa"  Only 


the  mighty  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God 
can  open  the  blinded  eyes  oftne  lost,  free 
them  from  the  domain  of  darkness,  and 
transfer  them  to  the  Kingdom  of  God’s 
dear  Son,  (Colo6sians  1: 13).  God  desires  to 
save  all  people.  I  experienced  that  marvel¬ 
ous  salvation  at  nine  years  oWL  I  pray  that 
you  too  have  been  transferred  to  the  King¬ 
dom  of  Christ  We  will  discuss  this  process 
in  detail  in 

the  May  26 - 

lesson  from 

Titus  3:3-7. 

Paul  de- 
scribed 
those  evil 
people  in 
verses  2-9, 
particularly 
with  a  list 
of  terrible 

attributes  in  verses  2-4:  “lovers  of  them¬ 
selves,  lovers  of  money,  boasters,  proud, 
blasphemers,  disobedient  to  parents,  un¬ 
thankful,  unholy,  unloving,  unforgiving, 
slanderers,  without  self-control,  brutal, 
despiaers  of  good,  traitors,  headstrong, 
haughty,  lovers  of  pleasure  rather  than 
lovers  of  God."  He  then  described  the 
heart  of  their  problem  in  verse  7  as,  “al¬ 
ways  learning  and  never  able  to  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth." 

From  these  passages  we  learn  that  sin  is 


ind  ing  to  thoae  around  the  sinner.  Even  those 
id’s  who  are  not  extreme  in  all  these  sins, 
sto  but  do  not  know  the  Lord  Jesus  are  lost, 
rel-  Many  Americans  are  actually  civilized  pa- 
hat  gans  who  have  no  time  for  God.  They  too 
ng-  will  progress  towards  the  above  descrip- 
ess  tions  of  the  ungodly.  They  too  have  been 

deceived 
and  are 
deceivers. 
Paul  in- 

r  I  .«  1  aMaj  s  t  r  u  c  t  e  d 

Explore  the  Bible  Timothy 

BSk  continue  in 
with  Rick  Heruon  the  things 

I  you  have 
learned  and 
been  as- 

:m-  sured  of,  knowing  from  whom  you  have 
ud,  learned  them,  and  that  from  childhood 
un-  you  have  known  the  Holy  Scriptures, 

a  which  are  able  to  make  you  wise  for  sal¬ 
vation  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ 
mg,  Jesus,"  in  verses  14-15.  As  the  ungodly 
ian  progress  away  from  the  Father  anxious 
the  to  save  them  (2  Peter  3:9),  so  believers 
“al-  are  to  progress  towards  the  loving  Father, 
•  to  (Philippians  1:6). 

God's  mighty  word  completely  accom- 
nis  plishes  His  will  (Isaiah  55:11).  According 


to  2  Timothy  3:15,  "All  Scripture  is  given 
by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable 
for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction, 
for  instruction  in  righteousn‘’ss,  that  the 
man  of  God  may  be  complete,  thorough¬ 
ly  equipped  for  every  good  work."  God’s 
word  profits  us  in  doctrine,  also  translated 
teaching;  for  reproof,  or  inner  conviction, 
for  correction,  or  improvement;  and  for 
instruction,  or  discipline  in  righteousness. 
That  means  that  when  we  read,  study,  and 
hear  God’s  word.  He  progressively  chang¬ 
es  us.  From  the  above  verse  it  teaches  us 
God’s  truths  (John  17:17).  It  convicts  us  of 
sin  so  we  may  be  right  with  the  Father  (1 
Corinthians  11:31-32).  It  improves  us  tnr 
correcting  our  faults  (Philippians  2:15), 
and  it  teaches  us  how  be  righteous  (1  John 
2:27  and  Romans  3:21-22). 

We  live  in  a  lawless  age  with  evil  ever 
increasing.  While  some  complain  about 
the  wrong  in  the  world,  those  who  love 
the  Lord  grow  closer  to  Him  and  share 
the  power  of  God  that  alone  can  change 
unbelievers  into  Christ-followers.  Let 
us  not  focus  on  the  evil  in  the  world  but 
in  God’s  solution,  Jesus  Christ.  (James 
1:20).  As  the  lost  are  deceived  and  they 
deceive,  may  we  the  converted  convert 
the  lost  to  Christ. 

Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale  Church, 
Brandon. 


The  Blessings  of  Holiness  •  Leviticus  26:3-13,  4042,  45 


My  back  yard  is  home  to  two  blueberry 
bushes.  However,  my  thumb  is  hrown,  not 
green,  and  they've  not  produced  loads  of 
the  luscious  berries  I  anticipated.  Late  last 
fan,  after  the  hushes  became  spindly  and 
sparse,  1  decided  to  cut  them  way  back.  As 
springtime  pushed  aside  the  drab  colors 
of  winter,  the  dead-looking  branches  be¬ 
gan  putting  out  tiny  green  shoots.  When 
we  returned  from  being  away  two  weeks,  I 
was  thrilled  to  see  lush  greenery.  However, 
looking  closer,  my  heart  sank;  there  were 
no  blooms,  only  a  profusion  of  leaves! 

Fnutfulness...the  word  gives  us  a  good 
feeling,  a  sense  of  lavish  abundance,  doesn't 
it?  We  envision  clusters  of  grapes  hunting 
wiffi  swertfauce^orpohags  rows  oihom^o 

In  this  vreeas  study,  we  see  God  wanting  to 
bless  His  covenant  people  with  overflowing 
fruitfulness,  if  they  would  but  follow  His 
statutes.  Let’s  look  at  this  and  other  ways 
God  wanted  to  pour  out  His  grace  on  them, 
and  how  we  can  relate  to  these  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  lessons. 

As  a  society  largely  dependent  on  the 
success  of  their  crops,  the  first  section  of 
promises  no  doubt  brought  the  Israelites 
great  joy.  Their  acceptance  of  God’s  call 
to  a  righteous  lifestyle  would  assure  them 
of  ample  rain  and  plenteous  produce  (vas. 
2-5).  A  peaceful  existence  would  be  a  real¬ 


ity,  aa  God  not  only  removed ‘savage  beasts  make  His  dwelling  with  His  people  and  walk 
from  the  land"  (vs.  6  NIV),  but  also  prom-  among  them.  They  were  also  reminded  that 
iaed  strength  to  overcome  their  enemies  His  strong  arm  had  brought  them  out  of 
(vss.  7-9).  A  large  number  of  children  were  Egypt  The  words  "made  you  walk  upright" 
a  sign  of  God’s  favor,  and  the  (vs.  13.  NKJV)  are  in  stark  contrast  to  the 
Lord  said  He  would  give  increase  in  that  bent  backs  of  slavery  they’d  previously  en- 
area,  too  (vs.  9).  dured.  We  walk  in  freedom  as  well.  Afoot- 

As  befievers,  can  we  expect  God  to  act  note  in  the  Life  Application  Bible  puts  it  this 
in  the  same  fashion  toward  us  today?  Do  way;  "We  too  are  set  free  when  we  accept 

my  fruitless  _ _  Oirist’s  pay- 

blueberry  ■■■  m®n*  ,hat 

bashes  sig-  redeems  us 

nify  issues  V.  from  sins 

Bills  Studies  lor  Life  KHH 

y  jjA  trj&s 

would  shame  over 

assume  a  out  past 

farmer  who  ana;  we  can 

has  more  produce  than  he  can  even  pick  it  walk  in  dignity  because  God  has  forgiven  us 
enjoying  the  smile  of  God’s  favor.  We  don’t  and  forgotten  them."  , , 

have  tolook  any  further  than  the  story  of  Verses  11-12  are  referenced  in  2  Cor- 
Job  to  discount  mat  line  of  reasoning.  How-  inthians  6:16:  present-day  believers  are 
ever,  the  principle  that  God  has  blessed  called  “the  temple  of  the  living  God  . 
fruitfulness  in  store  for  those  "branches”  The  verse  continues:  ‘I  will  live  with 
that  are  in  vital  union  with  and  draw  nour-  them  and  walk  among  them  and  I  will 
iAnwni  from  the  "vine"  is  a  truth  to  which  be  their  God  and  they  will  be  my  people" 
we  can  ding  (see  John  15:1-#).  (NIV).  The  Holy  Spirit  indweUs  those 

Verses  11-13  speak  of  the  promise  of  who  have  trusted  Christ  (John  14:16- 
God’s  presence.  The  Lord  said  He  would  17),  and  we  have  the  assurance  that  the 


God’s  presence.  ’ 


ik  of  the  promise  of 
i  Lord  said  He  would 


Lord  will  never  leave  us  (Hebrews  13:5). 

God  warned  the  people  of  dire  conse¬ 
quences  if  they  turned  their  back  on  the 
holy  lifestyle  to  which  He  called  them  (Lev. 
26:14-39).  However,  when  they  confessed 
their  iniquities  (vs.  40)  and  repented  (vs. 
41),  He  promised  to  renew  His  covenant 
with  them.  In  his  With  the  Word  devotion¬ 
al  commentary,  Warren  Wiersfce  says,  "A 
gracious  God  always  leaves  the  door  open 
for  restoration... God  forgets  our  sins  but 
remembers  His  covenant!"  Christians  who 
have  strayed  from  His  commands  can  be 
assured  of  forgiveness  when,  with  sincere 
repentance,  they  confess  their  sins  to  the 
Lord  (1  John  1:9) 

Recounting  the  wavs  God  promised  to 
reward  the  Israelites  faithfulness  (fruit¬ 
fulness,  presence  and  restoration),  we  can 
see  relational  similarities  for  us  today.  As 
we  consider  these  spiritual  truths  from 
Leviticus,  w»  must  realize  these  Scriptures 
aren't  to  be  looked  at  as  a  formula  for  expe¬ 
riencing  God’s  hand  of  favor.  Rather,  they 
provide  encouragement  to  live  a  holy,  com¬ 
mitted  lifestyle,  and  God’s  blessings,  dis¬ 
tributed  in  ways  of  His  choosint  will  be  the 
natural  (and  supernatural)  result. 

Maniscalco  is  a  member  of 
LeMoyne  Boulevard  Church,  Biloxi. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  First  Church.  Jackson:  baatopoi:  Homecoming,  Apr. 

175th  anniversary.  Apr.  28;  28;  Sunday  School,  to  a  m.; 

worship,  10:30  a.m.  (no  Sun-  worship,  a  a.m.,  followed  by 
day  School),  followed  by  dinner  potluck  lunch  and  1:15  p.ra.  ser- 
on  the  ground*  Frank  Page,  vices;  John  Sharp,  speaker 
speaker;  Larry  Blwh,  music;  for  ►  Double  Springs  Church, 
more  information,  visit  www.  Maben:  Revival,  Apr.  28  -  May 
fbg.org  or  call  (601)  949-1900.  1;  Sun.,  a  a.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 

►  Sabaatopot  Church,  Ss-  p.m.;  Dan  Robertson,  speaker, 


One  Way  Quartet  and  Bruce 
White,  music. 

fe.  Ed  Johnson,  Huntsville,  Ala., 
preached  a  tent  revival  at  Macs 
donia  Church,  Myths,  Mar.  31 
-  Apr.  5,  with  nine  professions 
of  faith. 

►  MonticsAo  Church,  Mon- 

ticsMo:  25  year  anniversary  in 
their  current  building,  Apr.  28; 
coffee  and  donuts,  8:30  ajn.; 
Sunday  School,  9:»5  «-m.;  'wor¬ 


ship,  10:30  ajn.,  followed  by 
lunch. 

fe  Crowder  Church,  Crowder 

39th  annual  homecoming.  Apr. 
28, 10:30  a.m. 

►  First  Church,  Houfca:  Re¬ 
vival,  Apr.  28  -  May  1;  Sun., 
potluck  meal,  5  p.m.;  worship, 
6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Jeff  Hannon,  speaker;  Melinda 
Kopp,  music;  David  Blackwell, 
pastor. 


►  Ctsar  Branch  Church,  Was¬ 
son:  Homecoming,  Apr.  28; 
special  recognition  service,  9:30 
a.m.;  worship.  10:30  a.m.  fol¬ 
lowed  by  covered  dish  lunch; 
Guy  Burke,  speaker;  Mike  Britt, 
music;  Wayne  Moak,  pastor. 

►  Harmony  Church,  CanoM 
County;  Homecoming.  Apr. 
28;  services,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  dinner  on  the  grounds;  Larry 
Edwards,  guest  speaker. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


GAs  and 
mother*  from 


The  GA*  of 
CALVARY 
CHURCH,  BOGUE 
CHITTO,  participat¬ 
ed  in  Latter  Mission 
by  giving  out  water  at 
Walmart  and  walk¬ 
ing  in  the  Catlie  Cole 
Walk  for  Missions. 

Shirley  Allen  and 
Ram  Wallace,  leaders; 
Hal  Hatton,  pastor. 


The  GAs  and  their  mothars  from  ARLINGTON  CHURCH, 
BOGUE  CHITTO,  attended  the  mother-daughter  night  at  Ga- 
raywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center  Apr.  5-6.  Shown  are  the 
15  participants.  Lorrie  Lofton  and  Paula  Linton,  GA  leaders. 


Children  from  BETHEL  CHURCH,  SMITH  ASSOCIATION, 
recently  held  a  study  of  creation.  Shown,  with  their  art  work, 
are  Jacob  McGriff,  Cammie  Royner.  Cameron  Rhodes,  Dustin 
Gooeby  and  Abby  McGriff. 


Weber  Jimenez  ileft),  pastor  of  IGLESIA 
EL  BUEN  PASTOR,  FOREST,  presents 
a  plaque  of  appreciation  to  David  Michel, 
associate  executive  director  for  mission 
strategy  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  for  the  support  and  prayers 
from  the  convention's  member  churches  for 
the  ministries  of  Iglesia  El  Buen  Pastor. 

vSH  Men  from  BRANCH 

I  CHURCH,  MORTON, 

I  recently  completed  the 

I  Courageous  Bible  study 
fV*  JHfr- — I  The  men  signed  and 
read  a  proclamation 
commitment  to  strive 

BMpy/  each  day  to  show  god  y 

character 

BK  r  ship  in  all  they  do. 

Shown  are  Larry  Druery, 
Clay  Shane  Me 

*•  ■  V*«d  rldlfa  I  I1 

on!.'  - 

Torrence  ant^sm.y 

Torrence. 


The  Mississippi  Department  of  Archives  and  History  erected  a 
histories'  marker  at  FIRST  CHURCH.  COLUMBUS,  which  tells 
the  history  of  the  180-year-old  church.  Shown  are  pastor  Shawn 
Parker,  Frances  Ayers,  Bill  Somerville.  Bobby  Sanderson,  Ray¬ 
mond  Gross,  and  Glenda  Grosa. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  MCLAURIN.  HATTIES¬ 
BURG.  licensed  Tyler  Turner  to  the  ministry 
Mar.  31.  He  is  shown  receiving  his  license 
from  pastor  Felix  Greer. 

The  Brotherhood  V  7BKT 

of  CONCORD  (  7  .-A 

TON-TIPPAH  P 

ASSOCIATION.  C  f 

selected  Kenn  I 
Mauney  as  Man 


Baptist  Men'* 
Day.  Shown 
are  Bullock  and 
Mauney. 


